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How did we get to this point?

1996 Public Forum
• More than 100 residents of South Kenton
County in a public forum said:
– Preserve the green space and rural character
– Maintain farming and farm land as integral
components of life
– Change how development occurs in order to
preserve the rural lifestyle and the rural
landscape of South Kenton County
– Create more opportunities for citizens to
influence decisions related to planning for the
future of South Kenton County.

The 2014 Survey
• 1,043 surveys were completed, representing 29.0%
of all households in South Kenton County. 80% of
the participants owed property in South Kenton
County.
Uses of Land in South Kenton County
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For preservation/conservation purposes

Other

2014 views on land use
• "It is important to keep agriculture a viable part of South Kenton
economy." (SA = 68.7%) (A = 23.5%, Total Agree = 92.2%) On this
question, newcomers to South Kenton County have a statistically
significant higher mean score than those who have lived in the area
for more than 10 years (Mean 1.55 v 1.38).
• "It is important to maintain the rural character of South Kenton
County." (SA = 70.7%) (A = 19.3%, Total Agree = 90.3%)
• "I am satisfied with my access to commercial and retail stores where
I live." (SA = 49.3%, A = 37.5%, Total Agree = 86.8%)
• "Subdivisions and other residential development should be directed
away from land which is being used for preservation or conservation
purposes." (SA = 52.2%) (A = 31.7%, Total Agree = 83.9%)
• "Subdivisions and other residential should be directed away from
land which is being used for agriculture." (SA = 49.6%, A = 30.4%,
Total Agree = 80.0%)
• "If residential and retail development occurs around these existing
communities, it should maintain the small community character of
these places." (SA = 41.8%, A = 38.0%, Total Agree = 79.8%)

Creating the 2016 survey
• The 2016 survey explores land use policy
choices for assuring that the future is South
Kenton County becomes the reality
residents’ assert they desire.
• The survey is a collaboration of:
– Representatives of South Kenton County Citizen's Group
– Dan Allen the Agricultural and Natural Resources Agent
with the Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service
– The Community Digital Media Lab in the Department of
Community and Leadership Development at the
University of Kentucky.
– Elected officials (the Kenton County Judge Executive,
County Commissioners, the County Sheriff
– Administrators with county Parks & Recreation, Public
Works, and the Planning Commission.

2016 Where is your primary residence?
I live in South Kenton County.

Percent

Number

92%

856

Number of years lived in South Kenton County
10 years or less

20%

20

11 - 20 years

18%

18

21+ years

62%

63

Total reporting years of residence

100%

101

8%

7

I don't live in South Kenton County, but own
property here.

Number of years have owned property in South Kenton County
10 years or less

32%

22

11 - 20 years

10%

7

21+ years

57%

39

Total reporting years have owned property in
South Kenton County

100%

68

Size in acres of owned property in South Kenton County

Number of acres in South Kenton
County property

Percent

Number

1.0 acres or less

10%

94

1.01 - 5.0 acres

38%

349

5.01 - 10 acres

13%

118

10.01 - 30.0 acres

18%

162

30.01 - 50.0 acres

7%

66

50.01 - 75.0 acres

5%

44

75.01 - 100.0 acres

4%

33

100.01+ acres

6%

57

100%

923

Total responding

Current uses of land
• 45% - a large lot home with possibly pets, a garden, or
pleasure horses.
• 17.5% - the land is for habitat or wildlife conservation.
• 11% - are "traditional" farmers, raising hay, corn,
tobacco and/or running cattle.
• 8% - are "homesteaders" who own land to be selfsufficient in food production.
• 8%- are involved in "new" types of agriculture (e.g.,
beekeeping, commercial horse operations, or
operating a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture).
• 3.7% are involved in forestry (e.g., lumber, wood
products, landscape nursery)
• 1.7% have farm-related home business (e.g., farrier,
equipment repair, farm website design, etc.)
• 1.1% are involved in farm tourism

Respondents views on land use options
for new residential lots.
47% of the respondents prefer Option 3 for
South Kenton County.
Option 3: This option enables
the owner to sell off or build on
only 5+ acre lots for family
members and to build future
housing at a similar lower density.
This gives more space between all
homes for woods, some farm
activities, and greater conservation
of natural terrain and landscapes.
This image shows 12 homes on this
75 acre tract, all lots being more than
5 acres.

Respondents views on land use
options for new residential lots.
37% of the respondents prefer Option 2 for
South Kenton County.
Option 2: A combination of smaller & larger lots.
This option enables owners to sell off or build on
smaller lots of 1 to 4.99 acres for family members
and to build future housing at lower density on
lots of 5+ acres. This gives more space between
homes for woods, some farm activities, and rural
landscapes.
This image shows 16 homes on this 75 acre tract,
the 6 smallest lots still being 1-acre.
Note: the number of smaller lots would
increase as the size of the parent tract
increases, as shown below .
Parent Tract
4 -8 acres
8–20 acres
20–50 acres
50–75 acres
75+ acres

# small lots 1 to 4.99 acres
Rest of land: lots 5+ acres
1 small lot
2 small lots
4 small lots
6 small lots
Add 1 small lot for each 25
acres over 75

Respondents views on land use
options for new residential lots.

16% of the respondents prefer Option 1 for
South Kenton County.
Option 1: Keep a 1-acre residential
lot as the minimum size, our current
zoning.
This option enables owners to sell off
or build on smaller lots for family members
and to build future housing at subdivision
density with most homes closer together
in more suburban landscapes.
This image shows 49 houses on this
75 acre tract, with as many being
1-acre lots as practical given its
actual terrain.

Does size of own property affect
one’s preference?
• 54.4% of respondents who own 5.01 acres
or more prefer Option 3 the minimum
residential lot size of 5 acres.
• Among those who own 1.0 acre or less or,
1.01 to 5.0 acres, 44% prefer the Option 2
“a combination density of some smaller
residential lots 1 to 4.99 acres, depending
on the parent tract size, with the rest of
land in lots of 5 acres or more.”

Perspectives on how county officials should act
on the proposed Cincy Eastern Bypass
A "Cincy Eastern Bypass" proposal would build a new 4-lane
interstate highway from I-75 just west of Dixie Highway at 14,
northeast across southern Kenton County, through southern
Campbell County, and north into Ohio. To what extent do you agree or
disagree with the following statements?

Options
Elected officials in Kenton
County should support only
a STUDY of the "Cincy
Eastern Bypass" proposal
Elected officials in Kenton
County should SUPPORT
the "Cincy Eastern Bypass"
proposal

Strongly
disagree

Disagree

Agree

Strongly
agree

31.0%
245

16.4%
130

33.2%
263

19.3%
153

43.6%
358

18.4%
151

21.3%
175

17.7%
145

Type of industry compatible with rural agricultural areas
Our direction 2030 plan identifies possible areas on
the western side of South Kenton County, bordering
Boone County and along the US 25/I75 corridor, for
future industrial use. Please check the ONE type of
industrial use that would be MOST compatible with
our adjoining rural agricultural area.

Percent

Number

80%

700

Medium industrial- manufacturing of most products
as well as auto junk yards, cement manufacturing,
machine shops.

17%

147

Heavy industrial- metal products and metal finishing
including blast furnaces, drop forges, and asphalt
plants.

3%

29

Light industrial- warehousing/distribution centers,
towing and recover facilities, farm equipment sales
and service, packaging facilities, lumber yards,
industrial and engineering offices.

What types of rural tourism are appropriate in scale to
South Kenton County?
On-farm experiences (vineyards with tasting and grape
harvest events; you-pick vegetable/fruit in season; fall
harvests with pumpkins, mazes & hayrides; winter sleigh
rides; fishing lakes, special events, etc.

89%

790

Seasonal community-wide events (e.g., festivals, farm
tours, local produce/ product sales, live music,
educational, etc.)

82%

727

63%

558

63%

563

59%

525

50%

448

45%

402

Historic tourism (e.g., cabins/houses, farming museum &
demonstrations, barns & outbuildings
Scenic and historic driving tours with signs & maps with
opportunities to visit churches/schools, cemeteries,
general stores
Overnight opportunities (e.g., Bed and breakfasts,
campgrounds, "working on the farm" vacations)
Commercial non-farm special event venues (e.g., live
music, reunions, weddings, concerts, conferences)
Shooting range (e.g., target, skeet, clays)

Views on general land use policies
Land use ordinances in Kenton County
should:

Strongly
Disagree

DisAgree

Protect natural terrain in South Kenton
to maintain our rural landscape and
support agri-tourism.

3.2%
29

4.9%
45

35.2%
324

56.7%
522

Identify and conserve good terrain and
soils for farming operations.

2.6%
24

4.6%
43

41.0%
381

51.8%
481

Preserve the rural landscape by NOT
allowing fragmentation of farmland into
1-acre lots.

6.4%
59

11.8%
109

25.7%
238

56.2%
521

Require owners/ builders to design new
rural commercial buildings that are
compatible with the rural community.

4.6%
42

9.7%
89

42.7%
393

43.1%
397

Limit new commercial buildings to 5,000
sq. feet in areas zoned Rural
Commercial (e.g., Piner's Corner Market
building is 4,076 sq. feet.)

6.7%
62

18.7%
172

33.5%
308

41.1%
378

Agree

Strongly
Agree

Economic Development
and Agriculture in South
Kenton County

Strongly
Disagree

Dis-agree

Agree

Strongly
Agree

County officials need to include
agricultural development in their
economic strategic plan (e.g.,
support agri-tourism, local food &
meat processing, timber, etc.)

1.7%
16

6.0%
56

53.0%491

39.3%
364

2.7%
25

18.1%
169

49.6%
464

29.7%
278

2.7%
25

12.3%
115

36.8%344

48.3%
452

If I knew they were locally
produced, I would pay a premium
for fruits/ vegetables (e.g., fresh,
jams, relishes, pickles), or meats
(e.g., chicken, steaks, chops,
ground meat) or wood products
(e.g., chairs, crafts) at a Farmers
Market, a farmstead, or a retail
store.
I prefer to drive an extra 5-10
miles to most off-farm jobs,
services, or shopping to keep my
community rural.

Quality of life challenges in
South Kenton
There is a need to proactively
plan for parks and conserved
open space in South Kenton.
Unreliable internet & cell
coverage in South Kenton make
it difficult to pursue on-line
education and reach customers
and markets.
Newcomers to South Kenton
should be advised of the noise,
dust, animal behaviors, and
smells from 24/7 farm
operations and outdoor rural
sports.
It is simple to identify county
and state roads.

Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Agree

Strongly
Agree

8.5%
79

14.9%
139

44.0%4
09

32.6%
303

5.0%
46

25.6%
234

35.6%
326

33.8%
309

10.8%
100

26.6%
246

39.1%3
62

23.5%
217

6.6%
58

31.6%
277

50.2%
440

11.6%
102

Not at
all Important

Neutral

Very Important

Importance of different rural recreation
opportunities for South Kenton County
Activity areas for hiking and horse trails,
nature walks, bird sightings, stream
exploration, science outings

13.7%
126

33.8%
310

52.4%
480

Community parks (e.g., picnic areas,
shelter, playground, benches, open
playing fields)

17.2%
159

35.6%
328

47.2%
435

River access (e.g., boat landing, docks,
rentals or supplies for fishing, boating,
canoeing, kayaking)

18.2%
166

41.1%
375

40.7%
371

Sports parks (e.g., baseball & soccer
fields, basketball & tennis courts)

27.6%
249

40.0%
358

32.7%
295

Dog park (where dogs can run freely offleash and socialize with other dogs)

45.3%
412

36.9%
336

17.8%
162

ATV or motocross access to land and
woods

53.5%
478

31.7%
283

14.8%
132

The 3 most important issues for the
police to address in South Kenton
County

Percent

Number

Drug abuse/ trafficking

68%

640

Burglary

58%

540

Driving while Impaired by alcohol or
drugs (DWI)

52%

491

Texting while driving

38%

355

Speeding

31%

293

Littering

16%

150

Vandalism

12%

110

Trespassing

11%

106

Domestic violence

9%

86

Poaching

3%

30

Summary and Implications

A remarkable level of consistency in
residents’ land use preferences
2016 survey who strongly
agree or agree

2014 survey who strongly
agree or agree

• 92.8% “Identify and
conserve good terrain
and soils for farming.”

• 92.2% “It is important to
keep agriculture a viable
part of South Kenton
economy."

• 91.9% “Protect natural
terrain in South Kenton to
maintain our rural
landscape and support
agri-tourism.”

• 90.3% "It is important to
maintain the rural
character of South
Kenton County."

Patterns of own use of land
•
•
•
•
•

2016 survey
45.2% primarily large lot
residential
17.5% land/wildlife
conservation
11.1% traditional farming
8.3% subsistence
homesteading
8.3% new farming

2014 Survey
• 25.6% large lot home in
desired rural area
• 29.1% land/wildlife
conservation
• 13.4% traditional farming
• 29.1% subsistence
homesteading

Clearly stated and strong value
attached to maintaining the rural
and agricultural character of South
Kenton County.
A growing desire for an expanding
and vibrant agricultural economy.

Dramatic decline in support for 1 acre
lots in South Kenton since 2014
• In the 2016 survey, 75% prefer land use
ordinances that have a minimum of 5 acres
(47%) and,
• 37% prefer a small number of less than 5 acre
residential lots, with the bulk being a minimum of
5 acres.
• Only 16% prefer continuation of 1 acre lots
compared to 67.2% in 2014 who agreed that
"Existing regulations that permit a minimum lot
size of one acre is appropriate zoning for South
Kenton County."

A strong desire to see the agricultural resources of
South Kenton as a foundation for additional
economic development

A desire to capitalize on the unique qualities of South Kenton
to capture tourists and visitors from the Cincy metro area.

The commitment to sustaining the rural
and agricultural character of South
Kenton is so strong that 85.1% say “I
prefer to drive an extra 5-10 miles to most
off-farm jobs, services, or shopping to
keep my community rural”
South Kenton County's rural
landscape has become a part of the
residents' "rural identity," the
residents’ sense of who they are and
what they are as a community.

It is the responsibility of those
who live in and love South
Kenton County to work together
and with local government to
insure that their hopes and
dreams for the future of this
area can become a reality.
Communities of like-minded
people are empowered to make
their dreams for their future
become a reality.

Report to the residents of
South Kenton County
June 2016

For more information contact
Southern Kenton County Community
Events and Government Talk
Facebook page

